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Where Are Your
People?




Who matters most to you in your
life? Parents? Grandkids? Best
girlfriend? When it comes to living
in Los Angeles and dealing with
traffic, you really want to give some
thought to where your people are
and what days and times of the
week you want to have ready
access to them.

For instance, if your mother is your
primary daycare provider and she
lives in the Valley, picking a home in
Manhattan Beach will make for a
miserable commute.

Your people also include your
service providers. Can't live without
a certain vet or manicurist? Or a
staple restaurant? These things
matter. I'm not saying forgo your
dream home because it's too far
from your manicurist, but spend
some time really thinking about
what is important to you and what
makes your life easier.
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What Would You
Change About Your
Current Life?




What do you wish you had more of
in your current neighborhood?
More walkability? More hiking trails?
More ethnic restaurants? Younger
people? Older people? Higher end
grocery stores? Maybe you wish you
had a community garden or
proximity to a dog park. Possibly
you've gotten used to your current
situation and don't dwell on what is
missing, but no harm making a
wish list, right? Bring us some ideas
and we might be able to point you
to neighborhoods you haven't even
thought of yet.
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What Kind Of Vibe
Suits You?
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Is there a particular architecture you
want to surround yourself with? Do
you want a laid back beach vibe?
Sleepy Playa del Rey might be for
you. Like new and shiny and
walkable? Maybe Playa Vista is the
exact right choice. | personally really
dig the gritty creative vibe of
Venice. Be open to exploring, but
tune in to what you like and what is
going to make you crazy.
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What Does Your
Future You Look Like?




| once helped a bachelor find the perfect home for his future wife and 2.5
children. He was very clear what the home needed to look like for the long
haul. It was lovely. | hope that future wife liked it.

Maybe a pup is in your future? Backyards and fences will make your life a lot
easier.

Moving is disruptive, no question. But don't get too hung up on picking the
perfect 20-year home. Plan for the next five years. If you're like me and my
husband, your 5-year home will happily work as your 20-year home, but the
pressure of finding the perfect 20 year home is a lot!
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Got Your
Neighborhood.
What Next?




Before you fall in love with a home, explore the neighborhood. Spend time
there on a weekend. Go to brunch if that's a big part of your life. What's the
vibe on a Saturday night? Too noisy? Too quiet? How about commuter
hours? Try your commute a couple of times on both ends of the day. Work
froom home? Drive through the area at midday and see what the activity
level is like. Take your pup to the dog park at different times and see how
you both like it.
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What Else?




Shop in the neighborhood and chat up people in line at the local coffee
shop or grocery store. Ask them what they like about the community. Ask
what they don't like. Ask for their best insider tips or favorite service
providers.

Pro tip! Look for local groups on facebook and ask the same questions.
There is no shortage of opinions on social media, right?
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Don’t Forget This




Parking is becoming more and more of a premium in Los Angeles. Some
neighborhoods are harder than others to score parking. What do you need?
Do you have lots of guests? Need to pack your home with three
roommates? Look around your desired neighborhood and assess whether
parking headaches are going to make you crazy.
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Resale Value




| saved this one for last because I'm not a fan of
picking a home primarily on this value, but if all
else is equal, or you don't know where to start,
think about an area with strong resale value. For
instance, | live in Kentwood in Westchester. Of all
the communities north of LAX with beach
proximity, Westchester and especially Kentwood
offer so much bang for your buck.

This area has a ton of aging stock that you can
easily live in now as is and update/upgrade later
or you can pick something up for $1.5M and make
it pretty nice by investing $300K before moving
in. And you're still pretty commutable to Silicon
Beach, Century City and even the drive
downtown isn't the worst thing.

All this is to say that Westchester will remain
highly desirable for a long time at a moderate
price point (for the westside) and is, therefore, a
great investment and resale will be easy.

Another resale play is to pick a good school
district. The award winning Wiseburn School
District in NW Hawthorne is on fire! We highly
recommend this community for a starter home
or to pick up arental. | helped a young family buy
a uniqgue home in this school district and they are
over the moon to not have to worry about the
local public schools. They're set now all the way
through high school.
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Final Thoughts
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So there you have it! 8 ideas for finding your next
neighborhood to love. These are things to think
about, but don't obsess! When we bought our
current home in a crazy hot market, we had 15
minutes to make up our mind about a cute
house in a far away neighborhood we'd not really
considered. 20 years later, we're still happy in our
home. Nobody is more surprised than me.
Fortunately we had a great realtor who listened
to what was important and guided us to just the
right neighborhood for us!

Want to strategize your wish list?
!


https://www.siliconbeachedge.com/grab-time

8 Tips For Loving Your Next
Neighborhood

No question homes are expensive! To help you avoid buyer's remorse,
Tracy Thrower Conyers compiled a list of 8 considerations to help you
pick a neighborhood you can love.

Silicon Beach real estate expert Tracy Thrower Conyers is a cutting
edge real estate professional who began her career as a complex
business attorney, making her your secret weapon when buying and
selling real estate in Silicon Beach. Tracy is relentlessly curious and
approaches every transaction strategically and with achieving her client's
goals as the paramount objective. Sellers appreciate her comprehensive,
digital approach to marketing homes to bring the highest possible price
on the most desired terms. Buyers appreciate her eye for opportunities
that maximize their investment.

Silicon Beach Properties - Geo-focused real estate experts and go
getters fixated on successful outcomes for our clients.

Find more about Tracy & her team on their website at
www.SiliconBeachEdge.com.
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