
The First-Time Home 
Buyer's Comprehensive 
Guide
Wp«c¾³p ø¾ ø�p p�c�ø�µ� ¥¾�äµp� ¾� b���µ� �¾�ä ��äìø �¾³p! T��ì ���jp ��«« 
áä¾��jp �¾� ��ø� a jpøa�«pj ä¾aj³aá.

Wp'«« p�á«¾äp pììpµø�a« ìøpáì, p�ápäø �µì���øì, aµj acø�¾µab«p ìøäaøp��pì. 
Y¾�'«« �a�µ ø�p c¾µ��jpµcp ø¾ ³a¨p �µ�¾ä³pj jpc�ì�¾µì �µ ø¾ja�'ì ³aä¨pø.

by Jillian Jenay Mays



Assess Your Financial 
Health

1 Credit Analysis
Uµjpäìøaµj �¾�ä cäpj�ø ìc¾äp 
aµj ajjäpìì j�ìcäpáaµc�pì 
�¾ä bpøøpä äaøpì.

2 Budget Review
D¾c�³pµø �µc¾³p, 
p�ápµìpì, aµj ìa��µ�ì ø¾ 
b��«j a äpa«�ìø�c b�j�pø.

3 Debt-to-Income Ratio
Ca«c�«aøp DTI ø¾ ì�¾� ��µaµc�a« ìøab�«�ø� ø¾ «pµjpäì.



Secure Financing: Pre-
Approval

Mortgage Pre-
Approval
Gpø áäp-aááä¾�pj b� 
³�«ø�á«p «pµjpäì ø¾ 
�µjpäìøaµj �¾�ä 
b¾ää¾��µ� caáac�ø�.

Loan Options
Rpìpaäc� «¾aµ 
áä¾�äa³ì (FHA, VA, 
USDA) ³aøc��µ� �¾�ä 
��µaµc�a« áä¾��«p.

Interest Rates
E�a«�aøp �µøpäpìø äaøp 
øäpµjì aµj «¾aµ øpä³ì.



Build Your Team of Professionals
Real Estate Agent

C�¾¾ìp aµ a�pµø ��ø� «¾ca« ³aä¨pø 
¨µ¾�«pj�p aµj a ìøä¾µ� øäac¨ äpc¾äj.

Mortgage Advisor

W¾ä¨ ��ø� a ³¾äø�a�p áä¾ ø¾ µa���aøp 
«¾aµ aáá«�caø�¾µì.

Legal Counsel

C¾µì�«ø a äpa« pìøaøp aøø¾äµp�, 
pìápc�a««� �¾ä c¾³á«p� jpa«ì.



Define Your Home Buying 
Criteria

1
Location Analysis
Rpìpaäc� µp���b¾ä�¾¾jì �¾ä ìc�¾¾«ì, ¥¾bì, ìa�pø�, aµj 
a³pµ�ø�pì.

2
Property Requirements
L�ìø ³�ìø-�a�pì (bpjä¾¾³ì, �aäj) �päì�ì µ�cp-ø¾-�a�pì.

3
Market Research
Søa� �µ�¾ä³pj ¾µ �¾³p áä�cpì, �µ�pµø¾ä�, aµj jp³aµj 
øäpµjì.



Craft a Competitive Offer

1

2

3

Price Strategy
Dpøpä³�µp ø�p ¾��pä áä�cp �ì�µ� a 

c¾³áaäaø��p ³aä¨pø aµa«�ì�ì.

Contingencies
Iµc«�jp ��µaµc�µ�, aááäa�ìa«, aµj 
�µìápcø�¾µ c¾µø�µ�pµc�pì.

Negotiation Tactics
Bp áäpáaäpj �¾ä c¾�µøpä¾��päì aµj 
µp�¾ø�aøp p��pcø��p«�.



Due Diligence: Inspections
Home Inspection
H�äp a cpäø���pj �µìápcø¾ä ø¾ 
p�a«�aøp ø�p áä¾ápäø� 
ø�¾ä¾���«�.

Appraisal
C¾µ��ä³ ø�p ³aä¨pø �a«�p ¾� ø�p 
áä¾ápäø� ��ø� aµ aááäa�ìa«.

Contingency Management
M¾µ�ø¾ä ø�³p«�µpì aµj c¾µj�ø�¾µì ¾�ø«�µpj �µ �¾�ä c¾µø�µ�pµc�pì.



Navigating the Closing 
Process

1 Document Review
Rp��p� «p�a« aµj ��µaµc�a« j¾c�³pµøì bp�¾äp c«¾ì�µ�.

2 Closing Costs
Uµjpäìøaµj ø�p bäpa¨j¾�µ ¾� c«¾ì�µ� c¾ìøì.

3 Final Walkthrough
Iµìápcø ø�p áä¾ápäø� bp�¾äp ø�p ��µa« ì��µ�µ�.



Post-Purchase Considerations

1 Maintenance

2 Financial planning

3 Community Involvement

H¾³p¾�µpäì��á �ì aµ ¾µ�¾�µ� c¾³³�ø³pµø. Spø a ìc�pj�«p ø¾ áäpìpä�p ø�p áä¾ápäø�’ì c¾µj�ø�¾µ. Rp��p� �µì�äaµcp aµj øa�pì. 
Paäø�c�áaøp �µ �¾�ä c¾³³�µ�ø�.



Conclusion
H¾³p¾�µpäì��á äpã��äpì caäp��« á«aµµ�µ� aµj ìøäaøp��c jpc�ì�¾µì. Y¾� 
ì�¾�«j a«ì¾ ��µj ¨µ¾�«pj�pab«p áä¾�pìì�¾µa«ì.

F¾««¾��µ� ø��ì ���jp ��«« �p«á �¾� µa���aøp c¾³á«p��ø�pì. Spc�ä�µ� a 
áä¾ápäø� ³ppøì �¾�ä µppjì aµj «¾µ�-øpä³ aìá�äaø�¾µì.

D�«��pµcp aµj �µ�¾ä³pj jpc�ì�¾µì øäaµì�¾ä³ �¾³p¾�µpäì��á �µø¾ a 
ì�ccpìì��« äpa«�ø�.



Contact Information
F¾ä ápäì¾µa«�(pj ���jaµcp, á«paìp c¾µøacø:

Rpa«ø¾ä: J�««�aµ Jpµa� Ma�ì

P�¾µp: 843-837-8000

E³a�«: «a��ì�äpa«ø�4�@�³a�«.c¾³


